ON THE 
Increaſe and Decline of Trade. 
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ESSAY 


ON THE 


Increaſe and Decline of Trade, 
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I N | | 
2 and the Out-Ports; 
| Whereis i fhewn, 


That Monopolies have been the Ruin of ſe- 
veral Branches of the London Commerce; That 
Luxury and high Living have, in all Ages, been 
the Bane of Trade, and have had remarkable Ef- 
fects upon the Britiſb Commerce; That the Inhabi- 
tants of London are now richer, and daily gain 
ue? Wealth than in any Time paſt, when their 
rade was ſuppoſed to be in the moſt flouriſhing 
State; That no People in the Kingdom have ſo little 
Reaſon to complain of the Burden of Taxes as the 
Inhabitants of London, or leſs Cauſe to find Fault 
with the unequal Diftribution of the Favours of the 
Government; That all the Merchants in the Out- Ports 
are not clandeſtine Dealers, and licenſed Smugglers, 
Q as hath in too general Terms been aſſerted ; And 
1 that it is the Intereſt of London to have the Out- Ports 
2 ſhare with it in ſome Branches of Commerce; With 
ſeveral other Matters worthy to be known and con- 
ſidered by every Merchant of Britain. 
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E S S A LY, ec. 


AVING lately read a Diſſertation 
in a weekly Paper, * wherein the 
„learned Author hath, with great 
Judgment and Ingenuity, pointed 
out ſome Cauſes of the Riſe and Decline 
of ſeveral Branches of Trade in London, 
and the other Ports of the Kingdom; the 
Subject appeared to me of the utmoſt Im- 
portance to all concerned in Trade, and the 
Author's Manner of treating it, extremely 
uſeful and entertaining; but as it was not 


* See the Remembrancer for September the 3d. and 
Toth, 1748, Or the Gentleman's Magazine for Sep- 
tember, 1748. . 0 
1 A 


i 
= 
N 
Þ 
2 
* 
4 


(2) 
his Deſign fully to exhauſt his Subject, I 
ſhall therefore take the Liberty to purſue 
it a little further, and to ſet down a few 
Thoughts that occurred to me - thereon ; 
leaving ' them to be ripened and. digeſted, 
and the whole Subject to. be more fully ex- 
plained by Perſons of greater Leifure and 
Abilities. And altho' this Performance muſt 
appear with great Diſadvantage after that of 
the elegant Author whoſe Plan I have pur- 
ſued, yet does it contain ſeveral plain and 
important Facts, which ſeem well to deſerve 
the Cognizance and Conſideration of the 
Publick. Had it been uſhered into the 
World by fome of the Publiſhers of the 
weekly political Papers, it would probably. 
have been more read and examined than it 
is likely to be in the preſent Form: But the 
Reader will readily perceive, that it could 
have. no claim to * into any of 
thoſe Papers, ſince the Author is not inliſtad 
under any Party but that of the honeſt and 
fair Trader; and writes not to ſerve either 
Whig or Tory, Court or Country, but only 
in ſup port of Truth, and of the Intereſt and 
Welfare of the Britiſh Trade in general. 
The Writer of the Diſſertation above 
mentioned does not pretend therein to have 
aſſigned all the Cauſes of the ſuppoſed de- 
cline of Trade in the City of London; but 
only tao of them, which are ſaid to be ap- 
: K parent 


. 
parent and undeniable; namely Miniſterial 
Influence in favour of the Out-ports; and 
the great Profit made by dealing in be 
Funds, by which gainful Employment many 
Citizens have been diverted trom their Pur- 
ſuits of foreign Commerce. In order there- 
fore that a Matter of ſuch Importance may 
be ſet in a clearer Light, I ſhall here in- 
_ what other Cauſes may be aſſigned 
or this ſuppoſed decline of Trade, which 
have been paſſed over by the above men- 
tioned Author, as leſs ſuited to his Purpoſe : 
And in the Courſe of this Inquiry, 1 ſhall 
beg leave to offer a few Remarks concern- 
ing thoſe two Cauſes, whereof the ſaid 
Author hath already treated. wn 
Now every Place where any Trade or 
Buſineſs is carried on, when compared with 
other Places that are its Rivals and Com- 
petitors therein, hath either ſome natural 
Advantages of which it cannot be deprived, 
but may indeed by the Indolence of its In- 
habitants or by the Force and Power of its 
Rivals, be prevented from uſing them; or 
elſe, it hath certain accidental and acquired 
Advantages, which it only enjoys under cer- 
tain favourable Circumſtances; or elſe, it 
labours under ſome Diſadvantages and Niſ- 
couragements, which are either natural to 
it, and permanent; or elſe, circumſtantial, 
and may be removed. LAY 

35 + A com- 


(4) 
A commod{ious Situation in reſpect of 
good Markets, Navigable Rivers, convenient 
Harbours, for Inſtance, are natural Advan- 
tages; Monopolies of the Trade of certain 
Colonies or Kingdoms, Peace with neigh- 
bouring States, are acquired Privileges; and 
the contraries to theſe are natural or ac- 
cidental Diſadvantages and Diſcouragements; 
all which have fo great an Influence on Com- 


merce, as often to determine it to certain 


Ports and Countries. And as a great Variety 
of theſe Advantages and Diſcouragements 
are only circumſtantial, and are ſubject to 
continual Variation, and Change: Trade 
therefore which depends on them doth alſo 
continually fluctuate, bath its Increaſings and 
and Declines, its Ebbings and Flowings, 
like the uncertain Ocean by which it is car- 
ried on; ſo that it now paſſes to one Place, 
then to another, in Proportion as more or 


fewer of thoſe Advantages fall to the Lot 


of different Countries, or as their Inhabitants 
have better Abilities, or more eager Inclina- 
tions rightly to uſe them. 1 | 

In order therefore to form a right Judg- 
ment how far the Commerce of London, and 
that of the other Ports of the Kingdom, 
(or Out-ports as they are uſually ſtiled,) 
may be affected by the natural or acquired 
Advantages which each are poſſeſſed of, let 
us take a flight Survey of theſe Advantages, 
. | 7" "Fs 


(5) 

and compare them one with another, aſſign- 
ing to cach its due Value, that upon caſting 
up the Account we may be able to deter- 
mine on which ſide the Balance is likely to 
fall, and whether any of the Out- ports are 
ſo happily circumſtanced as to enjoy Advan- 
tages in Trade ſuperior to thoſe of the 

Capital. 5 | | 
And, in the firſt Place, London is very 
commodiouſly ſituated for the foreign Trade 
to Holland, Germany, and the Baltick; ſhe 
is exceedingly well ſtocked with Shipping 
and ſkilful Navigators; and in Time of 
War enjoys the Benefit of Convoys, from 
which moſt other Ports of the- Kingdom are, 
in a great Meaſure, excluded; ſhe has a 
prodigious home Conſumption, and the beſt 
and largeſt Market for all Commodities, 
which the Merchant can there at any Time 
turn into ready Money ; whereas, the Dealer 
in the Out-ports, when he hath. gotten his 
goods Home, after a dangerous riſk at Sea, 
is forced to run a ſecond Adventure in ſend- 
ing them to a foreign Market, or elſe to 
wait for the ſlow Returns of a Country Sale, 
wherein he muſt not expect his Payments ſo 
regularly made as in the Metropolis. It is 
there alſo that the Merchant can lay in the 
beſt ſorted Cargoes, and at a lower Price, 
and with more Eaſe and Expedition than in 


any other Port; and, what is of the greateſt 
| Conſequence 
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Conſequence to 'Trade, it is there that the 
monied Men chiefly reſide; ſo that the Lon- 
don Merchant of Credit is ſure of being ſup- 
plied with Caſh at a ſhort Warning, and for 
any Term, which is not the Caſe in the Out- 
Ports. In London alſo Bills are negotiated, 
and Inſurances made with more Eaſe to the 
Merchant, and at a leſs Expence than in an 
other Port of Britain. Beſides all which, 
that great and opulent City, by many Grants 
and Charters, is poſſeſſed of ſeveral of the 
richeſt. Branches of Commerce, from which 
all other Ports of the Kingdom are excluded. 
Among theſe, are thoſe capital Branches en- 
groſſed by the Eaſt India, South Sea, and 
Hudſon's Bay Companies; together with 
many Privileges and Emolumenzs enjoyed 
by the African, Turkey, Ruſſian, and other 
Companies. (Ie 9003 5 EDD 

Now, what Advantages have we to ſet a- 
gainſt theſe in Favour of the Out-Ports ? 
Some few of thoſe natural Advantages, ſuch, 
as we before obſerved, could not be taken 
away. For it 1s certain, that many of thoſe 
are much more conveniently ſituated - than 
London for carrying on Trade to Africa, 
America, Afia, and many of the Weſtern 
Parts of Europe; to all which Ships may 
make more expeditious Voyages, and in the 
Courſe of them are not liable to ſo great Ha- 
193919 977 1003 35% | zards 


N 
zards from many of the Out- Ports as from 
London; eſpecially in Time of War, as has 
of late been very ſenſibly experienced. Hows ' 
ever London ruſt always have the beft Share 
of the Commerce of theſe Countries, white 
its Conſumption. is ſo great. Several of the 
Out-Ports have alſo Mines of Tin, Lead, 
Iron, Salt, Coal, and other Minerals in their 
Neig hbourhood, from which they draw a 
— Advantage; as ſome of them do 
likewiſe from their Fiſheries, which would 
turn to much greater Profit to the Inhabi- 
tants of ſeveral other Ports, had they Money 
and Skill to carry them on. Theſe appear 
to be the chief natural Advantages enjoyed 
by the Out -Ports. As to acquired Aduan- 
tages, (except thoſe old Grants to the Cinque 
Ports) they enjoy very few, unleſs thoſe may 
be ſo eſteemed which ſeem to ariſe from 
their Poverty and a want of Trade. Of this 
Sort are Cheapneſs of Ground, low Prices of 
 Dwelling-houſes, Ware-houſes, and other 
Conveniencjes, more moderate Freights for 
Shipping, ſomewhat, lower Wages for Sailors 
and others employed in the Merchants Ser- 


vice; in all which Articles, Expences are 
found to increaſe in nearly the ſame Propor- 
tion with Wealth and Trade. Some Diffe- 
rence there may alſo be in the Expences of 
Houſe-keeping ; but ſhould the Merchant in 
the Out-Part live in the ſame Grandeur and 
1 Affluence 
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Affluence with the London Merchant, this 
Difference would be more inconſiderable 
than many ſcem to imagine. 

Upon ſettling this Account, it therefore 
appears that the Out-Ports have nothing to 
counterbalance the great Advantages which 
London receives from thoſe capital Branches 
of Commerce which ſhe engroſſes. And in 
thoſe Branches that are left open, when one 
of the above-mentioned Articles are ſet a- 

inſt another, few or none of the Out-Ports 
will be found to have the Superiority over 
London; on ler Balance ſeems ra- 
ther to be in its Favour in almoſt all Branches 
of foreign Trade; for if the Merchants in ſe- 
veral of the Out-Ports can carry on their 
Trade at a ſomewhat leſs Expence than the 
London Merchants, the greater Gains of the 
latter, and their other Advantages, will more 
than compenſate for that Difference. 

The Decline of Trade in London, ſo much 
and ſo loudly complained of, muſt therefore be 
accounted for from other Cauſes: And among 
theſe Cauſes, the Reader may perhaps be 
ſtartled, ſhould I, in the firſt Place, mention 
that of Monopolies; ſince the numerous Char- 
ters granted on ſuch Accounts are all in Fa- 
vour of London. But howſoever expedient 
it might be, in the Infancy of Trade, to put 
certain Branches of it into the Hands of Com- 
panies, yet the great Powers and excluſive 


Pri- 


19 
es granted to ſeveral of them, have 
ſince been found a fore Nuiſance to Trade; 


Privilieges 


and not only a heavy Grievance to the reſt of 
the Nation, but a great Detriment to the 
Trade of London itſelf, For Experience hath 
taught us, that when Trade is under the Di- 
rection of large Companies, it is feldom ma- 
naged with the ſame good Oeconomy, and 
with the ſame Care and Eagerneſs, as when 
in the Hands of private Adventurers. Hence 
thoſe large Companies are very liable to be 
abuſed, impoſed upon, and cheated by thoſe 
res and (which is a Misfortune pe- 
culiar to them) even by the Employers; fo 
that in no other way of trading Neglects, Miſ- 
management, Jobbs, Frauds, and treache- 
rous Dealings are ſo frequent. No wonder 
therefore, that many Branches of Trade, 
when carried on in this Manner, tho they 
have been lucrative to ſome Particulars, have 
not been profitable to the Company in gene- 
ral. No wonder that Bankruptcies have of- 
ten been the Conſequence of ſuch Manage- 
ment. 5 No wonder, that when fuch Cala- 
mities happened, and while thoſe Companies, 
(like the Dog in the Manger) could not avail 
themſelves of their Privileges, and would not' 
grant them to others; no wonder, I ſay, 
that under ſuch Circumſtancesthofe Branches 
of Traffick have fallen into the Hands of Fo- 
reigners, who knew better how to manage 
—— B them, 


( 10) 
them, and were not prohibited from purſu- 
ing them. Thus ſuch Monopolies have at 
length turned greatly to the Diſadvantage of 
London, and have been one great Cauſe of the 
Decline of its Trade; for thoſe Branches of 
Commerce thus loſt, would probably till 
have flouriſhed there, had they in due Time 
been left open to the private Adventurer, in 
them to have exerted his Skill and Induſtry. 
The Greenland Trade affords us a melancholy 
Inſtance of this Kind. Had the London 
Companies uſed the ſame Diligence in car- 
rying it on, as they did in ſuppreſſing Davi⸗ 
and other Interlopers from Hull and elſe- 
where, in the Reign of King James the Firſt, 
or had thoſe Interlopers, (who by their Di- 
coveries did Honour to their Country) been 
ſuffered to ſhare in this Trade, it probably 
might {till have flouriſhed either in London, 
of in other Parts of the Kingdom; but ſuch 
was the Supineneſs or Miſmanagement of 
thoſe Companies, that unfortunately for the 
Nation, in their Hands it was continually ati: 
tended with Loſſes and Diſappointments, 1 
while it was carried to ſo great a Height by 
the induſtrious Hollanders, that it is much 
diſputed whether that Trade, their Herring- 
Fiſhery, or their Eaſt India Commerce brings 
in the greateſt Profit. The great Importance 
of this Trade, did indeed at length induce 
the Britiſo Legiſlature to take "my 
thoſe 


) 


moſe excluſive Privileges, which were no 
longer made uſe of, and to try to revive 


this Trade among us by Parliamentary En- 
couragements ;. but in vain, the Dutch and 
Danes were become ſo expert in it, and had 
got ſuch a faſt Hold of it, that the unex- 
perienced Britons were no longer able to 
cope with them. So that this great and be- 
neficial Trade is probably for ever lot to 
London, as well as the Nation in general. 
The like Fate would, in all Probability, 
before this Time, have attended the 20 
rich and flouriſhing African Trade, had it 
ſtill been engroſſed by the Company; which 
was ſo great a Loſer by it, as to contract 
large Debts, which the Company is unable 
to pay, altho' annually aſſiſted with great: 
Sums of Money from Parliament, It was: 
therefore happy for London, as well as the 
reſt of the Nation, that the Legiſlature took 
Care to lay this Trade open in due Time: 
And certainly ſome other Branches of Trade 
would be carried on with greater Vigour, 


and would bring in much greater Gains to 


the Nation, were they not confined withia 


their preſent narrow Limits by excluſive 
= Privileges, : 


But among theſe Cauſes which have the 


moſt remarkable Influence on Trade, none 


| have been thought to contribute more to- 


B 2 wards - 
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(12) 
wards its Advancement than Induſtry and 
Diligence, Temperance and Frugality; none 
more to its Ruin and Decay than Indolence 
and Luxury or high Living : And as Po- 
verty or Neceſſity begets Trade, and Trade 
Wealth; ſo Wealth begets Luxury and 
Extravagance, Pride and Indolence, a de- 


generate Race (the Bane of Trade) that 


would prey upon and devour thoſe that be- 
get them... Trado therefore, unleſs detain- 
ed by Violence, always flies from the Indo- 
lent and Luxurious, to the Frugal and In- 
duſtrious, among whom ſhe finds a com- 
fortable Aſylum, until by her Favour they 
have become too rich * and wanton ; and 
then ſhe again takes Wing, and ſearches out 
a Retreat among thoſe that will make a bet- 
ter Uſe of her Favours. | 

If theſe Obſervations are juſt and well 
grounded, it is to be feared that London is 
not; at preſent, the moſt comfortable Place 
for Trade to reſide in. To deſcant upon 
the Luxury and Extravagance of my Coun- 
trymen, is indeed, to me, a moſt ungrate- 
ful Taſk ; but, in an Undertaking like the 
preſent, is it a moſt neceſſary one; 3 

at 


-* Thoſe may be ſaid to be tes rich who make a 


bad uſe of their Wealthy ſquandering it away in extra- 


yagant Living, or with it oppreſſing their induſtrious 


Neighbours. 
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hath well been remarked by a Gentleman 
5 — diſtinguiſned Learning and Piety,) 

uxury and Extravagance may now be 
ranked among the chief Charatteri/izcks of 
this Age and Nation. But where ſhall 
we find them carried to fo high a Pitch as 
in this Metropolis? Let us take a flight 
View of them as there repreſented to us in' 
the ſtrongeſt and maſt lively Colours by the 
excellent Author whom we: laſt quoted. 
4 To have a juſt Notion of the State of this 
c Epidemick Vice, let any one open his 
% Eyes, and every Object will preſent it to 
* his View. For in every Street of this 
*© great Metropolis, he will ſee one Tavern 
t or Houſe of Entertainment 1 within Call 
* of another; whereas it is known, that 
only in the Days of the Fathers of Peo- 


e ple now alive, ſtrong Liquors were fold 


* no where but at the Shops of the Apo- 
*© thecaries. In the Dreſs, of the: Inhabi- 
“ tants, he will ſee Journeymen and Cham- = 
e bermaids got beyond the Pitch of the 
* Quality of the laſt Age. In every Vil- 
lage round the City, he will ſee: every 
*« ſixth Houſe poſſeſſed by a Retailer of 


« ſtrong Liquors, and prepared for the Re- 


ception 


+ See Britain's 2 publiſhed in London 
in the Beginning of the Year 1746. 
t No leſs than fifteen hundred in one Pariſh, 


( 14 ) 
e ception of the rambling Inhabitants, of. 
* which he will ſee ſuch Numbers ca- 
<« roufing in each of them every Sunday, 
*© when the Weather is fair, as would make: 
ta Stranger conclude there was a general 
<< Carnival in the Nation, and that all the | 
© Inhabitants were broke looſe. In every 3 
*«« delightful Spot around the City, he will fe 
a Retreat ſet apart for Muſick, Wine and 
% Wantonneſs; and there he will ſee ſuch 4 
* Magnificence, \ Taſte and Expence, as is 1 
«« beyond the Power of moſt Princes in | 
<« Europe to ſupport ; and all for the Enter-' 
< tainment of the Inhabitants of a City 
* which once was the Seat of Frugality, 
* Trade, Induſtry, Sobriety, Religion, and 
every Virtue that could make a Nation 
«« great and happy. If he looks into the 
& publick News-Papers he will ſee them 
& filled with - Advertiſements of Races, 
«  Cock-matches, Plays, Muſick Gardens, 
Balls, Aſſemblies, Operas, Concerts, Maſ- 
4 querades, Breakfaſting Houſes, Riddot- 
<« to's, and Fire- works.. The mo- 
« dern Luxury and Extrauagance of the 
« Citizens appears from nothing more con- 
« vincingly than its viſible Effects, I mean 
the frequent Bankruptcies of late, which 
« have brought Things at length to that 1 
Faſs, that now it is har n I 


* 
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t cial to the Credit of a Trader that he 
makes a Stop of Payment, if he eſcapes 


being fairly declared a Bankrupt: And 


indeed how can Bankruptcy miſs to be the 
Conſequence, when our young Traders 


now a · days uſually begin where formerly 


the old ones ended; I mean, by furniſh=. - 


ing a Town-houſe and a Country-houſe, 


© ſetting up Coaches, keeping Horſes, &c. 
* —— And is it then any Wonder that we 
© cannot carry our Manufactures to Fo- 
reign Markets on equal Terms, with the 


Rivals of our Trade, with the additional 


Charge of Foreign Wines, Muſicians, 


and Players to be added to their Price.“ 


- Theſe and many other Remarks of the 
ſame Kind, the Reader may find in the 
Writings of that judicious Author, which 
highly merit the Conſideration of all who 
have any Concern for the Trade and Wel- 


fare of our great and renowned Metropolis: 


And ſhould the Corruption of Manners make 
the ſame Progreſs, and Wealth, the Incen- 


tive thereto, increaſe in the ſame Proportion 


there, as it has done for ſome Time paſt, 
the probable Conſequences may juſtly deſerve 
the moſt ſerious Regard of the Publick. 
But tho too many of my Countrymen, as 
well in London, as in other Parts of the 


Kingdom, are plunged in the Delights of 


a 
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a diffolute and voluptuous Life; and are be- 
come effeminate, and retain little of the 
true Briton beſides the Name, yet the In- 
 fettion is not |ſo -univerſal among them as 
ſome have repreſented it; for the Inhabi- 
tants of a conſiderable Part of the Kingdom, 
and particularly of North Britain and Wales, 
ought rather to be eſteemed poor and necgſi- 
tous than rich and luxurious; and the Inha- 
bitants of ſome remote Parts, who lately 
threatned the Nation with Ruin and De- 
ſtruction, are ſo far from having taſted of 
the bewitching Cup of Luxury, that they 
may well be faid to want even the common 
Neceſſaries of Life: And between thoſe 
r Extremes of Want and Luxury we may 
alſo obſerve a Medium; | for 'it may with 
great Truth be aſſerted, that the Nhabitants 
of -many Parts of the Kingdom do ſtill de- 
ferve the Name of a frugal, laborious, and 


induſtrious People, xe. 
I. this be a true Repreſentation of the pre- 
fent State of Luxury, lity, and Want 


in the ſeveral Parts of this Ile ; (and how 
lar it is fo, I appeal to every one's Obſerva- 
tion) I would then fairly aſk, whether it is 
++ hkely that ſuch Branches of Trade will be 
. eonfined to London, which may be exer- 
eiſed on an equal Footing in ſome other 
Ports of the Kingdom? Will the opulent 

IM Mer+- 


. | 


Merchant of London, attentive on.the En- 
joyment of a large Fortune, will he toil and 
perplex himſelf for ſuch moderate Gains as 
will content the more neceſſitous Country 
Trader? In all Branches of Commerce 
therefore, wherein theſe two are Competi- 
tors, the latter muſt certainly gain Ground 
on the former; as he will be content to live 
meaner, and can therefore afford to buy 
dearer, and ſell cheaper, and conſequently 
muſt draw the Cuſtom to him, _Such 
Branches of Trade therefore as are left free 
and open, will certainly, ceteris , paribus, 
fall to the Lot of thoſe who are content with 
the moſt moderate Profit. 2 
And hence the African Trade, which fr/t 
centered in London, was 'afterwards ſhared 
with it by Briſtol, and is alſo now carried 
on with extraordinary Vigour. by the Mer- 
chants of Liverpool. For ſurely no one 
will affirm, that this beneficial Trade owes 
its Eſtabliſhment at Briſtol or Liverpool to 
any partial Influence of' the Government in 
favour of theſe two Ports. The Merchants 
who there carry it on ſo much to the Ad- 
vantage of the Nation; Do they pay leſs 
Duties than their Brethren in London for the 
Goods which they export to Africa? Or . 
are they any Ways favoured by the Govern- 
ment 1n the Sale of the Slaves which they 

C import 
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import into America? If not, Why all this 
Out cry ? Why muſt they be branded with 
the odious Names of Half- Merehongs, Hal, 
Smugglers *? Or why ſhould it be ju 
a Crime in them to vie with the. o 
Merchants of London in Induſtry and — 
Oeconomy ? and even in Riches, and 
every thing elſe but Luxury and Extrava- 
gance, which have often proved the Ruin 
of the moſt mighty Nations, as well as of 
the moſt flouriſhing trading Cities? If 
therefore, any Set of Merchants ſhould not 
be content with their preſent Share of this 
Trade, let them endeavour to increaſe it 
by their ſuperior Skill, and by their Induſtry 
and Frugality ; for — 4 it is agreeable 
not only to Reaſon and W but alſo 2 

e 


* « Every body, perhaps, is not aware, that the 
< ſame Duties which are ſo rigialy levied i in the Port 
* London, that it is ſcarce poſſible for any conſide- 
<< rable Fraud to be committed there, are not _ 
&« with the ſamt Rigaur elſewhere : That the Officer 
in the Out- Ports are not kept under the ſame D By 
< orpline as here: That theres is a Species of Importers 
in many of thoſe Places who are little better than 
«© licenſed Smugglers: That theſe. Half. Smugglers, 
Half Merchangs, have moſt igviting, Opportunities, 
We: It is no wonder that many of them, in 
* the Courſe of a few Years are become opulent 
<< enough to vie with the maff opulent Merchants of 


Landon.“ See the above mentioned Differtation on 
Trade. 
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the Intereſt of the Nation in general, that 
this Branch of the Britiſh Commerce be free 
and oper to be enjoyed by thoſe who manage 
it to the beſt Advantage, ſince by a Mono- 
Poly it was brought to the Brink of Ruin. 
Let the World then judge of the Attem 
of thoſe who lately attempted to cramp thi 
gainful African Trade, and make a pri- 
vate Jobs of it T. The Affair is ſtill re- 
cent in the Memory of all Merchants, and 
the Reception which that Attempt met with 
in Parliament, will, I hope, for ever diſ- 
courage all others of the like Nature. 
Whale therefore it is judged neceſſary for 
the good of the Kinydum, that this and 
other Branches of oy ſhould be left open, 
| 2 * 


I See a Petition of the Royal African Company of 
England, preſented to the Houſe Sn Feb 16. 
1747-8. Alſo a Petition of ſeveral Merchants of Lon- 
don preſented on the 14th of March following, among 
other Things, ſetting forth that the African Trade 
was in a declining State, and could not be preſerved 
to the Nation but by Means of a Company trading 
with a joint Stock. 8 
See alſo the Petitions of the Merchants of * 
and Liverpool preſented to the Houſeof Commons ſoon 
after, among other Things certifying that the African 
Trade was then in the - moſt flouriſhing State; and 
that the Britiſß Nation never approached ſo nigh to an 
entire Monopoly of it as at that Time, owing to the 
free and open Exerciſe of it, as then by Law allowed, 
which they prayed might be continued, . 


of 
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it is not more ſtrange that they ſhould now 


and then ſhift from one Point to another, 


than that any private Branch of Buſineſs 


ſhould be transferred from one Perſon or 


Family to another, according to the Dili- 


gence or Abilities of thoſe who manage it, 


or according as their Cuſtomers find them- 
ſelves worſe or better treated. It is indeed 
the Buſineſs of thoſe that ſuperintend the 
publick Welfare to provide, as much as in 
them lies, that che National Commerce be 
preſerved; but the Fluctuation of ſome 
Branches of it, from one Port to another, 
oüght not to give them any Unbrage; on 


the contrary, ſuch a fluctuating State of 


Trade, may often be a great Means of pre- 


ferving and extending the National Com- 


merce, ſince it muſt greatly promote Dili- 
gence, Induſtry, Frugality, and Emulation 


among Merchants. Beſides there are Times 
and Seaſons, when either from a too great 


Satiety, or from other Cauſes, certain Bodies 


of Merchants grow weary of purſuing ſome 
Branches of Commerce; is it therefore fit that 


thoſe Branches which, at ſuch Times they ne- 


glect, ſhould be entirely loſt to the Nation? Is 


it not rather a Happineſs that others are then 


ready to take them up? When therefore 
the London Merchants were diverted by 
more profitable Callings from a vigorous Pur- 


uit of the African Trade, it was certainly 


3 an 
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an Advantage to the Publick, that others 
were found who would look better to it; 
that ſo the Nation might pr be 2 to 
the Neceſſity of maki nto Contracts 
with l more By Ee Neighbour, 
for furniſhing Slaves to the B Co- 
lonies. | 

But ſome may grant all this to be true in 
regard to the African Trade, and yet may 
ſuſpe& that Miniſterial Partiality may. have 
had a pernicious Influence upon other 
Branches of the London Commerce, and par- 
ticularly upon thoſe carried on to America. 
And as Complaints of this kind have been 
very frequent upon the Change of a great 
City; let us therefore inquire a little parti- 
cularly upon what Evidence theſe Com- 
plaints are founded. 

That many Frauds are committed in 11590 
Branches of the American Commerce is 
moſt evident; but that all the Merchants 
and Officers in the Out-Ports are concerned 
in thoſe Frauds, is not, I hope, ſo clear. The 
general Out cry raiſed againſt thoſe Mer- 
chants and Officers in a certain great Ci 
does not in this Caſe amount to a full and 
convincing Proof. Common Fame is often 
a Liar, and in no Caſe more likely to be ſo, 
than when her Informations may 1 


from intereſted or prejudiced Perſons. In- 
tereſt and Ambition often know no Bounds. 
Some Men, tho' great and opulent, may yet 


deſire 


| 
deſire to be greater, and may even exvy and 
repine at af induſtrious Neighbour, who 
is their Competifor in any worldly Advan- 
tage; and upon that Account may conceive 
« Ranceur and Hatred towards him, the Con- 
ſequence of which may be harſh Names and 
abufrve Language, And thus, while one 
fet of Men may be ſented in ſuch a 
Light, as if they had forfeited all claim to 
Trade, and were unfit to be intruſted with 
the Management thereof, another ſet may 
have ſome engroſſing . Scheme in View, or 
may demand certain Advantages and Pri- 
vileger, under pretence of being put upon 
the ſame footing with the reſt of their Bre- 
thren, As therefore the bare Aſſertion of 
fach intereſted Parties, may not in this Caſe 
be admitted of, as full and ſufficient Evi- 
dence, let us in the next Place proceed to 
the Examination of Facts. But in order 
that the Publick may be better enabled. to 
give a true Judgment in ſo momentous a 
Cauſe, it may in the firſt Place be neceſſary 
1 a Hie Account of the Caſe, 
Be it therefore known unto. all Men, that 
certain American Commodities, and parti- 
cularly Tobacco, are now ſubjected to ſuch 
high Duties, that, while theſe continue, 
ſhould there ariſe a Miniſter hardy enough 
to direct a partial Execution of the Laws, 
and to aſſume a d/penſng Power incompatible 
wich the Britiſb Conſtitution, he might, by 
— ſuch 


(23) 
ſuch Means, turn ſeveral Branches of Com- 


merce into what Channel he thought moſt 
conducive to his Purpoſes; and by directing 
a rigorous Execution of the Laws in one 
Place, and conniving at Abuſes in another, 
might raiſe one Port and depreſs another 
according to his Will and re. And 
thus a wicked wy m ker to ncreaſe 
a Parliamentary Influence, might be guilty 
af the worft bind Briley and — a 
by taking away all Freedom of Trade, and 
complimenting his moſt wicked Inftroments 
with the Liberties and Properties of their 
induſtrious Fellow-Subjects; the inevitable 
Conſequences whereof muſt be, the utter 
ruin of all fair Trade, and an entire De- 
pravation of the Morals of all Traders. 
But theſe Conſequences: we have no reaſon 
ta be apprehenfive of, under the Reign of 
our preſent moſt gracious Sovereign ; who, 
in his great Goodneſs, hath made choice of 
ſuch Perſons to ſerve him, in all the great 
Poſts of the Government, as are not more 
conſpicuous in their extraordinary Abilities, 
their high Rank, and large Eftates, than for 
their true Patriot Spirit, and hudable Zeal 
for the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. - It 
cannat therefore be ſuſpected that ſuch Per- 
ſons will, upon any Conſideration, ever en- 
courage fo bold an Invaſion of the Libertics 
and Properties of their Fellow - Subjects. Theſe 
excellent Miniſters will thesefoxe doubtleſs 
| endeavour 
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endeavour to aboliſb all ſuch high Duties, 
as can ſerve for n good Purpoſe, And. ſuch 
are thoſe, which cannot be levied in an 
equal Manner, and tend only to diminiſh 
the Revenue and Diſtreſs the fair Trader, 
alluring the diſhoneſt Dealer with fo high 
a Reward, as puts him upon inventing ways 
of evading the Laws, be the Officers never 
ſo circumſpect. Such was the Duty of 


Eighteen Pence per Pound laid upon Pepper, 


at the latter End of Queen Arne's Reign; 
which was taken off, ſoon after King George 
the firſt came to the Throne; becauſe it 
was found to encourage Smuggling, and did 
not bring in ſo much Money as the Duty 
of Three Pence per Pound, before paid for 
that Commodity. Such were alſo the late 
Duties upon Tea, which did not bring in ſo 
much to the Revenue as the preſent reduced 
Duties. And ſuch is the preſent high Duty 
on Tobacco, which is the Cauſe of number- 
leſs Frauds, .and very probably inſtead of 
increaſing, will conſiderably leflen that 
Branch of the publick Revenue. Whereas, - 
had it been found expedient to have heark- 
ened to the Propoſal of ſome Merchants 
of the Out-Ports, * and inſtead of increaſ- 

T +5: ling, 


* A Scheme was printed and diſtributed among 
the Members of Parliament about a Year ago, in 
which it was propoſed to reduce the Duty on Tobacco, 
from 44d. to 2d. per Pound; by which Means it 

3 Was 
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ing, to bave leſſened the Duty on Tobacco; 
the publick Revenue She, in all pro- 
bability have been increaſed, and all Frauds; 
in that Branch of Trade, in a great Meaſure 


— This muſt have been gercdwed: 


mary of thoſe that had a Hand in lay- 
ing the Additional Duty of ſive per Cent: 
on Tobacco and all other dry Gods; wh 
probably might find it neceſſary to give 
way to the Times, and wait till the Scotch 
had extended their Trade farther Sauth. 
ward than Derby, and had giyen the Alarm 
in the Capital. It ꝓtchablyimight be thought 
neceflary, that more: grievous: Enormities 
mw De: mm en to convince 
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be raiſed from 1 1 o. to x 50,0000. per Annum, 
But a contrary od having been purſued, and an 
Additional Duty of 1d. per Pound laid on Tobacco, 
by the late general Faw of raifing an Additional Duty 
of § per Cent. on all dry Goods; Smuggling, and 
Chandeli Dealings, have thereby berg o much en- 
eouraged, that the Rene on Tobacco will 175 
badly be as much! detreaſed this — [Y exif, as 
would have been increaſed by a cone 2 - 
(See the ſaid Scheme in the. Corral E — 

December 31, 1747-8. Or in the Monthly e J 
The Miniſtry did hot feem averſe to that Scheme 1 
and it was greatly encouraged: by the Ibbacconiſts of 
London; but, for Reaſons beſt known Hera of 
Git not reliſned by, the Pirginia We of chat 

ty, 
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ſome People of the abſolute Neceſſity of 
a Reformation. For ſurely, thoſe who were 
concerned in finding Ways and Means for 
raiſing the large Supplies that were granted 
in the laſt Seſſions of Parliament, could 
have no Intention to take the Tobacco 
Trade wholly out of the Hands of all honeſt 
and conſcieutious Dealers; in order to en- 
rich ſuch as are leſs f ſerupulous. How. 
ever, this muſt Inevitably” be the Conſe- 
quence, thould Tobacco continue loaden 
with the preſent hig gh Duty; ſince ſuch is 
the Situation of ſeveral Pack of the King- 
dom, and ſuch the Diſpeſicion of theit In. 
habitants, that with the Armies of Cuſtom- 
Houſe Officers, as numerous as our preſent 
Military Forces, and under as exact Diſ- 
eiplme, it would be impoſſible every where 
to prevent Smopeling and "clandeſtine Deal- 
ing in that Branch of Trade. 'Thoſe there- 
fore, who now have the Power of execut- 
ing the Laws, ſhould not be blamed if they 
do not perform. 1mpoſſibilities, 
Now that: the Frauds in the Tobacco 
Frade are nor owing to Miniſterial Par- 
Haliry i on .P arliamentary Config derations, may 
to. ſome appear evident from the following 
Facts. When about five or fix Years ago, 
fach great Complaints were made of thoſe 
Fracds, that it was found neceſſary to in- 
* 


(270 
quire into the Proceedings of the Out- Ports; 
the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms thought 
fit to diſcbarge a few. Officers from one or 
two Ports, that are neither Cities, nor 
Boroughs. * But what is moſt remarkable, 
and makes moſt for our preſent Purpoſe, 
is, that, after proper Inquiries, the Com- 
miſſioners found no cauſe: to ſuſpect any 
clandeſtine Management in any of thoſe 
Ports which ſend Repreſentatives to Par- 
liament. From whence we may infer, that 
Parliamentary Intereſt and Influence tends. 
rather to make both Merchants and Officers 
_ honeft, than to corrupt them; ſeeing that 
none but honeſt and upright Dealers were 
found in ſuch Ports, as have any Wen to a 
do with Parliamentary Matters. * 

In Anſwer to this, it may indeed; be 
urged, that the Virginia Merchants of a 
certain great City (which hath a remarkable 
Influence in Parliamentary Affairs,) have 
had Intereſt to obtain a fuvourable Con- 
ſtruction of the Law, relating to the Ap- 
plication of Tobacco, to the Diſcharge of 
their Cu/tom- Houſe Bonds; inſomuch that 
theſe Merchants are not obliged to nale 
Oath of the Time that the ſaid Tobacco 

was Nerd as is done in all other Ports 
Dino! 1 4D i meh ata of 
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of the Kingdom. And it does not appear | 
that the Legiſlature ever intended to treat 
them like the Nobility and take their Parole 
of Hencur, where the ; Oath of all other 
Merchants was required... However, this 
favourable Conſtruction af the Lay may 
have encouraged me of them to detain 
large Sums of Money in their Hands, after . 
they became due to the Government; the 
Ene of which Money muſt have given 
thoſe Merchants a conſiderable Advantage 
over their more ſcrupulous Brethren... For 
ſurely the Sums bus detained ' muſt; have 
been very conſiderable, ſince the Tobacco 
Duties owing not long ago from thoſe 
Merchants, did nat amount to leſs than 
half a Million Sterling. But if thoſe Mer- 
chants would not — conform to the 
Law, who was to blame but themſelves ? 
The Fate of a late Miniſter, whoſe Troubles 
began with the Exriſe Scheme, ſhevrs how: 

neceſſary it may be to comply with the 
— of ſome People, in Wee little 
Fundiilice il och ei 
There is indeed reaſon: a believe, that 
ſhould : Patliamentary Influenec- ever take 
place in mmercantile - Affair, it wayld be 
moſt! fenbbly falt among thoſe:who have 
the eng fway in Parliament. But ſhould 
be faid, that thoſe Mew, whole Farole 
A mon is 
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is of as much weight as the Oath of others, 
have foo much Honour to make uſe of any 
underhand practices; this may hold good 

when. applied to ſome particulars: but ſuch 
ate the Manners: of the Times, that thoſe 
ſelf- denying Maxims are ſcarce any where 
uni ver ſallʒj eſpouſed. And there are not 
wanting Inſtances, wherein thoſe whorex- 
claimed moſt 2gainſt Corruption, have not 
been found the moſt uncorrupt themſelves. 
So that * altho many honeſt and induſtrious 
Traders, may lament the Hardſhips they 


labour under, in the preſent State of mer- 


dantile Affairs, yet it Ay wa feared! that 
the greater: Number: Andi their Accomnt, 
ame wway-or otber, in the 
Duties, and are unwilling to have ſome 
Branches of the Revenue put under better 
Regulations. For it hath been aſſerted that, 
— the laſt Seſſions af Parliament, when 
certain opulent Merchants; engaged in the 
Virginia Trade, were deſired by the Mi- 
niſtry to give their Opinion concerning 
the neſt proper Means of preventing Frauds, 


and clandeſtine Dealings in that Trade, 


* which W —_ ye they 
ee ly 
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| * See 3 of this kind publiſhed by Mir, . 


FR his Annals, where he relates IG" e about 
the Place Bill. 
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modeſtly propoſed: to confine the Importation 
of Tobacco to a very few Ports, and to 
exclude all others from that Privilege; * 
and ſo fond were they of this monopoliæing 
Scheme; and ſo: 1 to any leſſening of > 
Duties, that they declared, they would op- 
poſe any other Scheme chat ould. be of- 
fered for regulating that Trade. However, 
the Merchants of ſome of the principal 
Out- Ports ſhewed a greater regard to the 
Liberties and Properties of their Fellow Sub- 
jects; and tho! they were made to expect 
a Share: of this rich Monopoly, yet they 
reſiſted the Temptation, and even ſollicited 
their Friends in Parliament, to appoſe all 
ſuch unjuſt and oppreſſive Schemes, and 
to promote a Bill for leſſening the Duty on 
Tobacco, as the beſt and moſt effectual 
Means of increaſing that Branch of his 
Majeſty's Revenue, and of preventing. all 
Se and W 1 in — 
Commodity. 5 2. : 

I ſhould, e great * * 
ſcend into all 3 of this Branch 
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The Miniſtry were in BP by the Fool, 
widh being the Authors, or at leaft Promoters of this 
Scheme; but others aſſure us, that they only gave it 


2 bearing, which they could not — in anſwer to 
their own Inquiries. x13 
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ol Trade; nor am I capable of ſuch a Taſk: 
But theſe few Facts ſufficiently prove, that 
all:the Merchants in * not 
deſerve. the odious Names f Clandeſtine 
Dealers, and Licenſed Smugglers. Honeſty 
and Roguery, are not the Products of one 
ſingle Clime or Country, but are nouriſed 

romiſcuouſly in all Soilt; and no Perſons 
. better Oppottunities of knowing this, 
than thoſe 2 in Traffic, if they would 
only diveſt themſelves of their Protudics 
and ſelfiſh: Conſiderations: If therefore the 
Out-Ports have gained upon: London in the 
Tobacco Trade, Sugar Trade, and other 
Branches of the American Commerce, this 
ought not to be attributed [univerſally to 
— and clandeſtine Dealings, but, in 
many of thoſe Ports, to more juſt and honeſt 
2 As /, To thoſe: OE aligned 
for; the Increaſe; of the African Trade in 
ſome; of the Out · Ports. auh, To the Aa- 
vantages which ſeveral of thoſę Ports enjoyed 
from their Situation, during the late War, 
wherein their Ships were not ſo much ex- 
poſed: to the Enemy, as thoſe were which 
lailed from London. 3diy, To the different 
Manner in which the American Trade is 
carried on in London and the Out- Ports. 
For only a ſmall Number of the London 
| Merchants trade upon their own Account 

to 
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to the American Colonies, but the greateſt 
part act by C as Factors or Apents 
to the Plauiers; ſelling their Commodities, 
and ſending them in return Eaſt-India 
Goods, and Hritiſb and other European Ma- 
nufactures. But the Merchants in the Out- 


Ports are almoſt wholly exeluded from that 


hucrative Commerce, and trade chiefly: on 
their own Atcount ;. 


our. Colonies. chere 60, purchaſe American 
Commodities, in return for ſuch Goods as 


they conſiga to them from Europe. 80 


that the Trade carried on from the Out- 


Ports to America, tho indeed more ha- 


loying Factors in 


zardous and leis Proßßtable, yet is leſs pre- 


carious tan that carried an from London, 
as it does not depend ſo much upon the 
Humour of the Planters ; who, if many of 
them now choſe to ſell their Commodi- 
ties at à certain Price rather than to pay 
Freight, Iriſuramce, Commiſſion, and many 
other C 
of an untertain Market, may er er — 
their [Reaſons for ſo 

But cho the 3 of AAlag 
by Commiſion, may not now be ſo con- 
fiderable from America as formerly; yet it 


—— aftoreritde ran. the riſſe 


hath certainly increaſed very much from 


other Places, and particularly from the Out- 


the 


Ports. Hor che ommitiion Buſineſs from 
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the Merchants in thoſe Ports; brings in very 
large Sums to their Brethren in London, who 
are employed as their Agents for negotiating 
their Bills, receiving and paying their Money, 
diſcbunting their Tickets and Tallics, pur-. 
chafing India Goods and many other Com- 
modities for them, at the London Market, 
inſuring their Ships, and making à great 
Variety of Bargains and Contracts for them. 
So that 'theſe Londen Agents may well be 
ſuppoſed to receive armually two or three 
per Cent. out of all the Money that the 
Merchants in the Out- Ports employ in 
Trade; and this without running any riſt, 
or being at any great trouble ; which in- 
deed is a very large Deduction from the 
Profits of thoſe Merchants, and is often 
more than remains clear to themſebves, 
even when they ate eſteemed ſucceſsful in 
their Affairs. Thus the foreign Trade of 
the Out-Ports becomes highly beneficial to 
London, which is the grand Vare- Houſt 
from whence all the Britiſs Merchants 
muſt receive ſevetal of — 1 
that they export into foreign Countries; 
and is alſo the grand Treafury of the Nation, 
where all its Money Matters are tranſacted, 
to the conſtant Gain of thoſe through whoſe 
Hands his national Treaſure tantinually 

les an . re-pa ſles 7s HIS. * ia 8 
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the Names of whoſe” Yymernts were 
wholly uükndwn tö dur Forefathers, "Ay 
alſo thoſe* or Governdrs; Ditectors, Cm 
imaffiogers, aud of 
Clerks, - 0 K „Add others, their At- 
teudants and cpenderits, moſt of In 
npIBYriletits are Pera. to Loni, ak 
re more lucrative Rad that or the” Wit 
chant Exporter; aud the Phofits of "many of 
them muſt be increaſed by the Rte 
5 Iücreaſe of the National Dez. * 
Now, if any one Wall fay, that theſe Oe. 
7 as do n TVe the horiBtirable 
Kg ercantilr ents, IM not 
| Mok wh 8 55 "Warts; let _— 
on! w that wWſcwer the En 
5 by all Dealers, much 8 
. than Wale , that they are the 
mo 2 Joe and Spe prion: 125 & N25 
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Trade reniarks, that inthe;Reign of King William 
when the Foundation was laid of ee 86 Nair 
| Jeb; a3 ſoon as: it was iſcovered cc at abun- 

« dantly more was to be ae wirt 1 
« Security, by diſcdunting Tallies, 
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Ling Money 4 and that by Means of theſe, 


and other Advantages which. the Citizens of 
- Londen enjoy through Favour of the Guvern- 
ment, more and. greater Eſtates are made 
by them, than by the whole Nation beſides 
in all Branches. of. Trade and Buſineſs ; and 


by Means of theſe. chiefly they have; been 


enabled, for fifty Vears paſt, to add near 

Million Tearly: to, their Capital, . that 

one Article of the Funds. 

I again repeat, that London enjoys. theſe 
great Advantages, throug Favour: of. the Go- 

vernment. Had'it been thought expedient 


to haye to (et forward Loans at Bristol for 


Exigences of Government duri 
that is juſt now. ended; and back the new- 
rais d Taxes been. — 1 in at thoſe Cities, 
0 pay the Intereft of thoſe, Loans; many of 


Inſtance, Vork, ot Edinburgh, ugly th 


the monied Men would have been induced 


to ' ſettle. at. thoſe Cities, and the Specie 


would have circulated more equally than it 
now does through the various Parts of the 


Kingdom. And indeed the derlining State 


of many great Cities of this Kingdom, may 


be juſtly attributed to the Loſs "od thoſe Ad- 
damages Which they nd! enjoyed, 


1 through the Favour. of our ancient M onarchs, 


- - Parliaments have formerly been held at Tork. 
Seger, Oxford, Carlifle, and many other 
Places. 


Places. The Reſidence of - the Court 
hath frequently been at Edinburgh and 
Tork; and Courts of Juſtice, now abo- 
liſhed, were held at the laſt mentioned 
Place. How far it might be for the Ad- 
vantage or Diſadvantage of the Publick, to 
have theſe ancient Cities again poſſeſſed of 
their former Privileges, ate Conſiderations 
foreign to our preſent Purpoſe ; but, from 
what hath been obferved, we may /faizly 
conclude, that no Place in the:Kingdom 
_ hath ſo little Reaſon as London, to complain 
of an unequal Diſtribution of the Favgurs of 
the Government, „ rz 
hut it hatli often been urged, that London 
pays dear for theſe Fayours 3 that ſhe. bears 
an unequal Burthen of Taxes; and What 
Account hath the beſt Title of any Place to 
Favours in Trade. To. which I anſwer, 
that no Part of the Kingdom can expect, nor 
ought to defire any Favours or Indulgences 
in Tiade to the Prejudice of the Metropolis; 
and that the great Favours already enjoyed 
by that City in preference to the reſt of the 
Kingdom, ought to content its utmoſt 
Deſires: And indeed the Favours already 
enjoyed by the Metropolis, in Trade, — 
out of Trade, are the chief Cauſes why it 
pays ſ large 4 Proportion of the Taxes as it 


does at preſent. But that it pays an Over- 


Proportion of Taxes does not appear evident 
to 


Colonies . —. lizle to the National 55 
Expence, immediately. i in Taxes; he pays po. + 
Exciſe for his Driak,-na Land or Window 

Tax, yet he labours inceſſantly. for Britain, 


he Gnds thither all his Specie, all the Pro: 


duct of his Labouts; and thus enables HBri- 
ta;n to bear its heavy Load of Taxes. Fre- 
land alſo pays nothing immediately in Taxes 
to the Support of Great Briiain; yet, by 
other Channels, ſhe remits thither nich a 
Million Sterling annually towards the Main- 
tenance of; the Briti/h, Government; which 
large Sum is received in Fart as a Balance 
in Trade, and the. Remainges: im Landerents 

by, the Hande.of the Tabster * a 
n the fame Manner that Trelgnd: Y 
„ bonies contribute to the 8 mo ; 
of, Great Rriiaii, and enable it to pay i. 

heavy, Taxes, ſo likewiſe do all other Parts: | 

of Brifgin, 1 to the Support 21 | 
FE 4 {ab s it to pay — 


For as that, City become. ur 


_ Caſes London 
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Coutts of Juſtice,-and all the great Trading 
Companies; it is therefore the general Ren- 
deus | of all Place-men and Penfiotiers: 


who d on the Government; and of 
the Nobility, Gentry, and all Petſons of caly- | 
Fortunes in the Kingdom, who draw thi-' 
ther the Income of their Eſtates, and ſp 
there nigh baff the Land-rents of the — 
Nusion. Even ſuch as gain Eſtates in ud 
Oat-Ports crowd all to Liden to ſpe 
them; ſo that in London all the Wealth 
the Kinglom centers; whereſoever it 8 
gotten, it is there ent; and if it all 
thither; it matters little whether it is ot 
received i in Tales ot in Land- rents, or for 
Law, or às à Balance in Trade Yor" Le 
Goods; or for Süks and Other rich — ; 
nolactures of that Metro 75 
ts equa by it. The ar- 
mers — ho Minot! rets, and other 
Country Inhabitants, who ſend Altheir Treas 
ſure to Landon, are che Ko inal Source of a- 
great Fart of the National Wealth; and 
may _ be ſaid to Sate buts more to 
= of the National Burthen an | 
'Gentlamen 2 or, as the Darob call 
— 4 Idlemen) conſume this Wealth 
in London. It ee the Mis 
fortune to the Couatry, that ſo little of me 


Wealth it there” ſpit, 44-3 1844 
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in all theſe 
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that no longer a Propottion of Taxes is 
there raiſed. But while all theſe Taxes go 
to Landon, and while ſo many Millions 
more are annually drawn thither from the 
Country in Land. rents, it is no wonder 
that ſo large a Proportion of Taxes is now 
raiſed in that City. And things muſt re- 
main in this Situation while London has 
the Landlord, the Conſumer, and the 
Country only the Farmer, the Provider. 
But ſhould the Golden Age ever return; in 
which, the Poets tell us, the Great ones of 
the Earth were Shepherds and Shepher- 
deſſes; or ſhould things even remain as 
they now are, with this only difference, 
that our Nobility and Gentry, like the an- 
tient Roman Conquerors, ſhould delight 
more in the moſt noble art of Agrieul- 
ture, than in Muſick, Dancing, and other 
effeminatt Arts; Aud ſhould deign to 
. dwell nigh the Peaſant Wat ſupports chem, 
and ſhoùld not © think themſelves above 
being acquitted with their Eſtates; and 
managing them to the? beſt Advantage ; 


then ſhould we (ce: Joy and Plenty 
diffuſed over all the Country; and Taxes 
flowing in larger Streams from the re- 
e Parts of the nc rr aj 


—- 4 * 8 
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We have already ſhewn that many 
Britiſb Subjects, tho they pay very little 
immediately in Taxes to the Support of 
the Government, yet contribute greatly 
to. its: Support by the large Wealth which 
they annually end into Britain either 
in Specie or elſe in uſeful Commodities; 
we have allo ſhewu that the Inhabitants 
% ſeveral 115 of, Great Britain remote 
rom the Capital, who only earn a poor 
livelhood, Fat are 568 pay ih 
Taxes, do yet, by remitting to London 

all the Money that they can ſcrape. to- 
gether, contribute more to the Support 
of the Nation than many of their rich 
Landlordi, who conſume that Wealth 
in Eaſe and Affluence in the Metropolis. 
Now let us in the next place conſider 
whether the Inhabitants of London, who 
are thus enabled, by their Fellow - Subjects, 
to pay ſo latge a Proportion of Taxes, do 
really pay an Over-Preportion, and are 
taxed higher than the other Inhabitants 
of Great Britain, as hath ſo often been 
aſſerted. In order to determine this 
Queſtion with Exactneſs, it would be 
neceſſary to eſtimate the true and in- 
trinſick Value of the various Goods and 
Cummodities for which Taxes are paid, 
an 


and alſo the exact Value of the Eſatet 
of thoſe that pay them; that ſo it might 
be determined, whether the Taxes. are 
levied equally upon the Goods and Com- 
modities on which. they are charged, 
and whether every one pays in an equal 
Proportion according to their real Eſtates 
and Incomes. If I pay as high a Tax 
for what, is only worth five Shillings, 
as others pay for what is worth ſeven 
Shillings, I certainly am oper- rated in 
that Article. The lite may be affirmed, 
if I am obliged to pay as much in Taxes 
for an Eſtate of one hundred à Year, 
as is commonly paid for Eſtates of twice 
that Value. Now in boch theſe lights, 
the Inhabitants. of Landen, taken collec- 
tively, are greatly favoured in their Taxes, 
aboye the reſt of the Nation; and more 
eſpecially, above the Inhabitants of the 
7 * and remoter Counties of England. 
The beſt of all kinds of Commodities are 
onſumed in Londen ; a Buſhel of Malt, 

ch as is generally uſed there, is better 
y a quarter Part of the Price, than 4 
Buſhel of Malt ſoch as is uſed in ſome 
of the remote Counties; a Pound of 

ather, ſuch as is commonly uſed in 
Londbn, is of much greater Value than an 
welds i ola 


RE... 
* Quantity of ſuch as is generally 
uſed in the Country, altho' both pay 
the ſame Exciſe. The Houſes in moſt 
Country Towns and Villages commonly 
pay, in Proportion to thar Value, ten 
Times as much as the Houſes in London. 
And in ſeveral other Articles the Inha- 
bitants of that City are greatly favoured 
in their Taxes, the real Value of the 
Goods and Commodities for which they 
are paid being confidered, as would plain- 
ly appear had I leifure to inſiſt on every 
particular. But if, in the ſecond Place, 
we compare together the yearly Value 
of the Efates and Incomes of the Inha- 
bitants of the ſeveral Parts of the King- 
dom, and reflect a little upon that im- 
menſe Wealth of the Inhabitants of Lon- 
don amaſſed in the Funds; which: tho 
it brings in double the Income of Land- 
ed Eſtates of the fame Value, yet pays 
nothing to the national Taxes, if we con- 
fider that there are great Numbers of 
People in London, who tho they poſſeſs 
hundreds of thouſands, yet do not pay fo 
much in Taxes as many Country Fur- 
mers; we may then with reaſon con- 
clude, that no Place in England (I had 
almoſt ſaid in Great Britain) is ſo 
* * greatly 
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greatly favoured in its Taxes as is the 
Metropolis, altho for Reaſons before 
aſſigned, no Place is ſo able to bear 
them. And were it poſſible to turn all 
the Taxes, on our home Products and 
Incomes into a Capitation Tax, which 
every one ſhould pay according to the 
real Value of the Commodities py them 
conſumed, and in Proportion to their 
annual Income, agreeable" to the Plan now 
. propoſed in Holland, Lojidon' would then, 
in all probability, pay dowble to the Taxes 
in Proportion to what it pays at — 
'So that, when this Matter is fully ex 
amined, it will appear that even the Fe 
mot oſt Parts of England are much higber 
taxed than the Capital ; that if they pay 
leſs in one Article, they pay much more 
in another, with this aggravating Cir- 
cumſtance, that moſt of What they pay 
1 wholly drained from them,” while what 
is paid in London, only chan ges Hands, 
and there circulates from ol to ano- 
ther. Nay further, that the very Taxes, 
high as they are, tho they eh, and 
 "impoveriſh the reſt of the Kingdom, yet 
=o contribute 'to enricb the Capitat: 
"ſince every new Tax, as now managed, 
A ; 18 an f ae, Wealth to that City, be- 


ing 
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ing 4 Rent-charge which it receives from 
the whole Nation, for the Payment of 
Which all #75 Houſes, and many of its 
Goods and Chattles are mortgaged. So that 
view this Matter in what light we pleaſe, 
we ſhall ſtill find that the City of 
London hath the leaſt Reaſon to com- 
plain of the Burthen of Taxes, of any 
= of the Kingdom. | 

2 ſhort, if Power, Wealth, Greatneſs, 
and the Favour. of our Superiors can 
produce Happineſs, then certainly no Peo- 
ple on Earth are happier than the In- 
.habtants af Landon: And happy they 
muſt be, if they have a hs Knows 
Alge, and make a right ie of the Bleſ- 
lings Which they enjoy. True, indeed, 
it is, that no earthly Happineſs is com- 
pleat; and that, where there is ev 
other lagredient of Happineſs, there 22 
_ - ten, wants the Chief, which. is Content- 

ment. And this indeed ſeems: much 
"antes in the Metropolis, But 1 BAR" 
theſe my Labours may in ſome 
ſure contribute, to remove _ this, Wang, 
by leading many warthy Citizens to re- 
flect upon the ſuper ior Advontages which 
they enjoy; 3,;apd by making them leſs 
r ien e the Murmurs and 
Ai Miſrepre- 
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Miſrepreſentations of a few ſelfiſh Per- 
fons, who ſeem to aim at an entire Mo- 
nopoly of ſome of the chief Branches of 
the Britiſh! Trade that now remain open. 
But ſurely the Generality of 'the Citizens. 
of London will think it enough, if, in 
whatſoever Part of the Kingdom any 
Branch of Trade is eſtabliſhed,” the great- 
eſt Part of the Profit, for Reaſons bes 
fore aſſigned, does at length center in 
that City. And certainly; were the Bri. 
ti/h Trade of ſufficient Extent, it would 
well ſuit with the Wiſdom of the Legifla- 
ture to encourage the Eſtabliſhment of 
ſome Branch of Commerce in every Sea» 
Port of the Kingdom; fer then no Patt 
of Britain would wpbraid us with its 
Barbarity, no Part would then be an 
uſeleſs Burt hen to the State, and require 
Armies to guard againſt the Effect of 
Poverty. But in the preſent State of 
Things, it ſeems quite neceſſaty that 
ſome conſiderable Part of the Britiſp 
Trade ſhould fall to the Share of the 
Out- Ports. For if foreign Trade were at 
a Stand in thoſe Ports, the Country 
would ſoon become unable to pay thoſe 
high Taxes which it continually remits 
to London, much lefs thoſe exrefiove Cor- 
_ tributions 


bub which the Country © Abſentees 
annually levy ypon: it, to pena in n Me- 
— tropolis. et 354 
Beſides, common Gratitude ou ght to ob- 
nge. the Citizens of London willingly to 
allow the Merchants in the Out-Ports 70 
Hare with them in ſome Branches of 


Commerce; ſince thoſe Merehants have 


upon all Occaſions ſhewn themſelves 


Ao remarkably obſequious to their Bre- 
thren in London 


Was there à Cynven- 
tion to be oppoſed; or an "Exciſe Scheme 
to be descatel Have not the Merchants 
of the Out-Ports, ar tbe Nord of Cam- 


mund, as one Man, - echoed back the 


{Thien Petitions ? Have-they ever ſhewn 


any *unreaſonable- Diſquiotud?, that thoſe 


rich Branches of Trade enjoyed by the 


. Incorporated Companies, together with 


thoſe inexhauſtible Veins of Wealth, the 
Funds, ſhould © be uh] | engrofſed- by 
the City of London? Did they not, at 

a late remarkable Criſis, when the Eſta- 


blilhment was in Danger, and with it, 


the Power and Wealth; of London when 


an unnatural Nebellion was raiſed: 
us, ſupported by all the Power of Hnance; 


when a Herd of Banditti had penetrated 
to the very Heart of the Kingdom, did 
1 | nat 
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not then the Merchants of the Out- 
Ports exert themſelves in a moſt re- 
markable Manner in ſupport of our pre- 
ſent happy Eſtabliſhment, forming Aſſo- 
ciations, raiſing Men and Money, and 
even taking up Arms themſelves to re- 
el thoſe Inyaders of our Religion and 
F xerties, thoſe Enemies of the Punds, 
thoſe Deſtroyers of publick Credit. The 
Power therefore of the City of London, 
while it is eſteemed the great Bulwark 
of the Br:tiſþ Liberties, will upon all 
Occaſions be ſtrengthened and ſupported 
by the whole mercantile Intereſt of the 
Nation, But ſhould the Merchants of 
the Out-Ports ever ſuſpect that there 
was a Deſign to furn that Power again 
rhem, they certainly would no longer 
think it their Intereſt to maintain and 
ſupport it. 5 
To conclude, let not fair and honeſt 
Traffick be forced out of its Channel by 
violent and qppreſive Methods ; but let it 
be the concern of every honeſt Man to 
encourage Induftry and Frugality, which 
are the Support of Trade, and to pro- 
mote Lawful Trade, which is the Sup- 
port of the Nation; and is equally bene- 
ficial to it whether eſtabliſhed in the 
| . Eft 
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Baſt or. ißt, whether in North or 

Milain, but let all-Foreſtallin 1 5 E 
groſſing, all hurtful, Monopolizing be 
2 let all Sus and other 
landeſtine Dealin ztually diſ- 
— and, . , detected, {e- 

kb Aa puniſhed ; and let all brgh Dutigs 
. prejudicial» to the Pub- 

lick. e and are only Heng: to 
Roguery, and fend to erich the Knave, 
and ruin the N Merchant, and to 
bring on a uni verſa Corruption of Man- 
ners among all concerned in Trade, and 
give the Diſcontented Occaſſon to clamour 
againſt miniſterial Partiality, and give 
others ſuch a Power over Trade, over the 
Liberties and Prqpertie es of their Fellow- 
Subjects as ſeems incom atible with the 
| Grafted Freedom of this Nation; let there- 

fore all ſuch deſtructive Duties be for 

ever aboliſhed and taken away., Then 
ſhall the Commerce of Britain be put 
upon the moſt fair and equitable Foot- 
ang; and then, (which is ſcarce to be 
1 — in 2 3 d . imes, 
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